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SOUTH GARDA KARTING - LONATO (BRESCIA, ITALY)	

 
THE WINTER CUP OF LONATO CLIMBING UP TO 330 DRIVERS	

 
The 23rd edition of the Winter Cup, to be held next February 15-18, has an 
exceptional entry list with the record presence of 330 drivers and 350 entry 

requests. A lot of champions in all categories.  	
 

 
 
The Winter Cup of Lonato is featuring great numbers again. The provisional entry list for the 
race to be held at the South Garda Karting circuit counts 330 drivers, and 350 entry 
requests. These are important numbers for the 23rd edition of the race that will take place 
next February 15-18 2018. Drivers quality is also extremely high.	
 
Remarkable numbers have been scored by KZ2 that will count around 100 drivers! The other 
categories are quite packed too: OK will have 70 drivers at the start, OK-Junior 90 and Rok Mini 
72. OK-Junior and Mini Rok reached their maximum limit of drivers, and in these categories a lot of 
drivers are unfortunately in the waiting lists. The 326 drivers currently entered in the Winter Cup 
are on the second place in the history of the race that started back in 1996. The absolute presence 
record was set in 2000 with 368 entered drivers.	
 
A LOT OF CHAMPIONS IN KZ2! 	
 
Category KZ2 has also been very successful in Lonato, but this year the entry list is full of 
champions, as most of them will take this chance to prepare at best the forthcoming International 
races to be held at the South Garda Karting and the much awaited European KZ and KZ2 
Championship and the Academy Trophy. Among the top drivers in quest for glory, reigning World 
Champion Paolo De Conto (CRG-Tm) will be challenged by other strong drivers like Rick 
Dreezen (BirelArt-Tm), Anthony Abbasse and Alex Irlando on Sodikart-Tm, Bas Lammers on 
the new Lion Kart-Tm, Alexander Schmitz (Tony Kart-Vortex), Andrea Dalè (CRG-Tm), 
Francesco Celenta (Praga-Tm), Jeremy Iglesias (Formula K-Tm), Ben Hanley (Croc-Tm), 
Kristian Habulin (TB Kart-Tm), Matteo Viganò (Tony Kart-Vortex), Lorenzo Camplese 
(Maranello-Tm), Simo Puhakka (Tony Kart-Vortex), Riccardo Longhi (BirelArt-Tm), brothers 
Jorrit and Stan Pex (CRG-Tm), Alessio and Leonardo Lorandi (Tony Kart-Tm), Benjamin 
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Tornqvist (CRG-Tm), Fabian Federer (CRG-Tm), Giuseppe Palomba (Intrepid-Tm) and Mirko 
Torsellini (KR-Parilla).	
 
GREAT BATTLES ON TOP EXPECTED IN OK	
 
The champions present in OK will be led by 2016 World Champion Pedro Hiltbrand (CRG-Tm), 
2013 World Champion Tom Joyner (Sodi-Tm) and by Forza Racing’s new World Champion of 
Junior Dexter Patterson and European Champion of Junior Jonny Edgar. A lot of other drivers 
will get to the start with good chances too, as David Vidales (Tony Kart-Vortex), Hannes Janker 
(KR-Parilla), Lorenzo Travisanutto (KR-Parilla), Callum Bradshaw (CRG-Tm) and Nicklas 
Nielsen (Tony Kart-Vortex). They are all very quick and can definitely aim to the victory.	
 
EYES ON THE EMERGING TALENTS OF JUNIOR 	
 
OK-Junior will bring a lot of emerging youngsters to the Winter Cup. Among these, Vice-European 
Champion of Junior Harry Thompson (FA-Vortex), team Ward Racing’s drivers led by Kiril Smal 
(Tony Kart-Vortex), Gabriel Bortoleto (CRG-Tm), and the surprising Gabriele Minì (Parolin-
Iame), who is already up there ready to fight for the win in his maiden year in Junior. Among the 
main protagonists, team Ricky Flinn’s drivers Paul Aron and Zak O’Sullivan will both compete on 
FA-Vortex. Some sons of famous drivers will also be present as Enzo Trulli (son of former F1 
driver Jarno Trulli) on CRG-Tm and Sebastian Montoya (son of F1 driver Juan Pablo Montoya) on 
Tony Kart-Vortex.	
 
MINI ROK FULL OF PROMISING YOUNGSTERS	
 
Mini Rok is the category reserved to the very young drivers. The challenge to the victory here is 
more open than elsewhere and the win is often decided by a photo-finish sprint to the line. Among 
the 72 young drivers entered in the Winter Cup of Lonato, Martinius Stenshorne (Parolin-Tm) has 
good chances, but also Brando Badoer (son of former F1 driver Luca Badoer) and Andrea Kimi 
Antonelli (son of former driver and current team manager Marco Antonelli).      	
 
“SUPER HEATS” ARE BACK	
The 23rd Winter Cup confirms what tested last year. The final stages of Sunday February 18th will 
feature Super Heats, two races for each category (max 34 drivers per heat) that will give additional 
points after qualifying heats to define the 34 drivers that will take part in each Final.	
 
All categories will employ Bridgestone tyres. Tyres check will be done through barcode tagging and 
scanning. The fuel used will be Tamoil 100% octanes.	
 
THE PROVISIONAL PROGRAM	
Days before the event: Free practice from 8:30.	
Thursday February 15th: Free practice, Sporting and Technical Scrutineering, Briefing.	
Friday February 16th: Warm-up; Qualifying, Heats.	
Saturday February 17th: Warm-up; Heats.	
Sunday February 18th: Warm-up; Heats; Super Heats; Finals.   	
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