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SOUTH GARDA KARTING - LONATO (BRESCIA, ITALY)

THE 22. WINTER CUP FLYING HIGH.
WHAT A START WITH 276 DRIVERS IN LONATO!

The 22nd edition of the Winter Cup is scheduled for this coming weekend as a lot of international
karting stars are present at the South Garda Karting in the four categories of the event. The first
indications came from qualifying and initial heats.

Lonato del Garda (Brescia, Italy). The 22nd edition of the Winter Cup, race scheduled at the
South Garda Karting circuit in the weekend of February 19th, confirmed the important entry
figures with 276 drivers verified out of the 293 entered, and an excellent spectacle on track
during qualifying held on Friday.

The entry list is exceptional in all the categories, with a lot of champions on track: 89 drivers made
it to the track in KZ2, 57 in OK-Junior and a solid 75 in Mini Rok. The event has been blessed by
an excellent spring temperature, which is quite strange for this classic early season race.

KZ2

The French driver Jeremy Iglesias (Formula K-Tm-Bridgestone) has been very quick in the first
qualifying of KZ2 and posted the pole position time in 46.745s which placed him on top of the
absolute classification. He is followed by the reigning European Champion Fabian Federer (CRG-
Tm) who was only 38 thousands of a second shy of him, and by the Belgian Rick Dreezen
(BirelArt-Vortex) and Riccardo Longhi (BirelArt-Tm). The fastest of the second session was the
British driver Ben Hanley (Croc-Tm) in 46.901s, but his time was the ninth quickest, while the best
time in the third session was the 46.839s posted by the young Alex Irlando (Sodikart-Tm), who
secured the fifth absolute place. Sun has played a major role in the first session as it raised track
temperature more than in the following sessions that were conditioned by cloudy weather. Last
year’s winner Marco Ardigo (Tony Kart-Vortex) was sixth absolute, and was followed by reigning
World Champion Paolo De Conto (CRG-Tm) and his team mate Flavio Camponeschi (CRG-
Tm). Former European Champion Andrea Dalé (CRG-Tm) finished in the top ten. Antonio Fuoco
run a great day as he was 12th absolute, closing the third session in third place on Tony Kart-
Vortex. He has been back behind the wheel of a kart in a weekend free from other commitments
connected to his motorsport career.

OK

The quickest of OK in qualifying was the French Theo Pourchaire (Kosmic-Vortex-Bridgestone)
who posted a 47.343s in the first session, which was also the absolute best time. The Norwegian
Dennis Hauger (CRG-Parilla-Bridgestone) went quickest in the second session in 47.514s, time
that earned him the second absolute place. The top ten was rounded off by David Vidales (Tony
Kart), Lorenzo Travisanutto (Zanardi), Daniel Vebster (Kosmic), Adam Eteki (Zanardi), Karol
Basz (Kosmic), Gianluca Petecof (Tony Kart), Isac Blomqvist (Tony Kart) and Rasmus Lindh
(Riccardo Kart).



OK-JUNIOR

Andrea Rosso (Tony Kart-Vortex-Bridgestone) was the quickest in OK-Junior in 48.693s, while
Francesco Raffaele Pizzi (Luxor-Lke) was only 9 thousands of a second shy of him. The other top
times were set by Victor Gustavsson (Tony Kart), Gabriel Bortoleto (CRG), Christopher
Lulham (Tony Kart), Zane Maloney (FA Alonso), Harry Thompson (FA Alonso), Jack Doohan
(FA Alonso), Luca Bosco (Tony Kart) and Roman Stanek (Kosmic).

MINI ROK

The high competitiveness of the crowded Mini Rok — the Vortex single make engine category —
was confirmed by the fact that Dmitry Ignatov (Energy-Vortex-Bridgestone) and Brando Badoer
(Tony Kart) posted the very same quickest time in 55.562s, while Bray Benneally (Energy) was
only a thousand of a second short of them in 55.563s.

The first heats have taken place in the afternoon and will continue on Saturday. Entry fee for
spectators is 10 Euros.

The winners of the heats run on Friday February 17th follow:

KZ2 A-B: 1. Iglesias (FK-Tm-Bridgestone); 2. De Conto (CRG-Tm); 3. Ardigd (Tony Kart-Vortex).
KZ2 C-D: 1. Longhi (Sodikart-Tm-Bridgestone); 2. Abbasse (Sodikart-Tm); 3. Dreezen (BirelArt-
Vortex).

OK A-B: 1. Pourchaire (Kosmic-Vortex-Bridgestone); 2. Novalak (Tony Kart-Vortex); 3. Eteki
(Zanardi-Parilla).

OK C-D: 1. Vidales (Tony Kart-Vortex-Bridgestone); 2. Basz (Kosmic-Vortex); 3. Hiltbrand Tony
kart-Vortex).

OK B-C: 1. Hauger (CRG-Parilla-Bridgestone); 2. Vidales (Tony Kart-Vortex); 3. Basz (Kosmic-
Vortex).

OK-Junior A-B: 1. Rosso (Tony Kart-Vortex-Bridgestone); 2. Lulham (Tony Kart-Parilla); 3.
Maloney (FA Alonso-Vortex).

OK-Junior C-D: 1. Thompson (FA Alonso-Vortex-Bridgestone); 2. Gustavsson (Tony Kart-Vortex);
3. Marseglia (Zanardi-Parilla).

THE PROGRAMME (local time)

Saturday 18 February: Warm-up from 8:30; Heats from 10:45.

Sunday 19 February: Warm-up from 8:30; Heats from 11:00; Super Heats from 11:30; Finals from
14:30.
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